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PREPARING FOR EASTER 

 

The most significant event in the Christian calendar is Easter, the celebration of 

Christ’s resurrection. Christians can benefit greatly from this observance by 

preparing their hearts and minds through devotions which lead to personal 

repentance, prayer and commitment.  

 

The preparation period, called “Lent”, begins on Ash Wednesday, forty days 

before Easter Sunday. The forty-day period represents Christ’s time of temptation 

in the wilderness, where He fasted and where Satan tempted Him. Although many 

Christians do not fast during this period, we are all encouraged to make this an 

intentional season to focus on Christ’s life, ministry, sacrifice and resurrection. 

 

This booklet is designed to be a reference and inspiration to Christians as they 

prepare (individually or collectively) during the Lenten period. This resource 

contains ten devotionals, prepared by TWP members. Each devotion references a 

scripture and a sacred hymn. The first one begins on Ash Wednesday. It is 

followed by five devotions, one for each of the next five weeks leading up to the 

Holy Days before Easter. The remaining four devotions are to be used on Holy 

Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil (Saturday), and Easter Sunday.  

As Christians you are encouraged to use these devotions, the biblical scriptures 

they represent and the recording of a sacred hymn, to meditate, pray and focus on 

ways to improve your spiritual life and relationship with God. Hopefully, this 

preparation will result in your celebration of Easter with a renewed understanding 

of the observance, and a rededication of your life with the risen Christ. 

 
Some of you may wish to enhance your meditation further by listening to more sacred music. 

The following link will allow you to view and listen to an entire Easter concert. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFYSLwMX-yU   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFYSLwMX-yU


Devotion Schedule 
 

 March 2   Ash Wednesday      

       Penitence and Righteousness     Matt 6:1-6,19-21    

       Hymn: Higher Ground    

 

 March 9     Midweek of Lent 1     

       Blood of the New Covenant   Mark 4:12-25  

       Hymn: Alas and Did My Savior Bleed 

  

 March 16            Midweek of Lent 2     

        The Source of our Strength          Matt 26:36-41\ 

        Hymn: Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 

 

 March 23          Midweek of Lent 3     

         Betrayal            John 18:1-11 

          Hymn: In the Garden 

 

 March 30  Midweek of Lent 4                            

         Submitting to God’s Promises      Matthew 26:57 

         Hymn: Jesus Paid It All 

 

 April 6  Midweek 5 of Lent     

        Forgiveness            Luke 22:54-62 

        Hymn: Amazing Grace 

 

 April 14  Holy Thursday     

          Christ the King                                  John 18:28-37 

          Hymn: Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 

 April 15  Good Friday      

         Behold the Man                                 John 19:1-19 

         Hymn: The Old Rugged Cross 

 

 April 16  Easter Vigil      

          God’s Plan                                          John 19:30 

          Hymn: When I survey the Wondrous Cross  

 

 April 17  Easter Sunday     

          The Resurrection                              John 3:16 

          Music: Hallelujah Chorus             
 

The hymn for each devotion, can be accessed from the TWP website,  

under RESOURCES: Lenten 2022 Devotions. 



Click to hear Higher Ground 

March 2                              Ash Wednesday                         Matthew 6:1-6, 19-21     

                                                                             
  PENITENCE and RIGHTEOUSNESS 

 

Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before men, to be seen by them.  If you do, you 

will have no reward from your Father in Heaven.  (Matthew 6:1) 

 

Lent is frequently described as “The six weeks of penitence before Easter.” Ash 

Wednesday is the beginning of this period, marked by reflection, repentance, and commitment 

toward righteousness in God’s sight. It is important on this day for Christians to stop and 

consider whether we are living according to His principles and how we may be falling short. As 

we reflect on our actions, we need to pray that God will forgive our shortcomings (repent) and 

help us to redirect our lives to serve Him better (righteousness). 

The scriptures for this day address three characteristics of Righteousness: “How we 

give,” “How we pray,” and “How we store up our treasures.” They begin with this admonition:  

Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others, to be seen by them. 

Matthew 6:1-4 specifically deals with giving: not just giving of financial assets to the 

needy, but also giving of our time and compassion to Christian friends—and others. 

Matthew 6:5-6 shows that when we pray alone, we will become closer to God, and He 

will reward us for our sincerity and humility. 

Matthew 6:19-21 directs you to prioritize how you use your assets (money, gifts, 

influence, etc.): Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth … But store up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven … For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

When we reflect on our lives together, developing our home, raising our children, 

fellowship with dear friends, and worship/service at church, we realize that the most lasting—

and cherished—memories relate to how completely we followed the teaching of our Lord. We 

also recognize the many times we failed to follow Him—and we ask for His forgiveness.  

We thank God that He has forgiven our shortcomings—and pray that they will not be 

repeated. The hymn, “Higher Ground,” offers this prayer:  

 

 

We are so blessed to live in the joy of His presence—now and always!! 

              Rita and Dan Hull 

https://cms-production-backend.monkcms.com/Clients/player/videoplayer.php?sid=19016&url=https://2c5e803cf22088a445fa-d4f0fcf9c24ed5d3fb7b917b88b70ab7.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/uploaded/h/0e13755447_1644859764_higher-ground-im-pressing-on-the-upward-way.mp3&mediaBID=9676522&template=https://cms-production-backend.monkcms.com/Clients/player/videoplayer.php&type=sound&CMSCODE=EKK&CMS_LINK=https://cms-production-backend.monkcms.com&width=400&height=300&autostart=true&playlist=false&target=MediaPlayer


Click to hear Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed 

March 9                               Week 1 of Lent                                     Mark 4:12-25   

BLOOD OF THE NEW COVENANT 

And he said to them, "This is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly, 

I say to you, I shall not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in 

the kingdom of God." (Mark 14:22-25) 

This is symbolism. Our Lord is teaching again by means of symbols, but the symbols are 

deeply significant. He took the bread, and said, "This is my body," and He broke the bread, 

symbolizing how His body would be broken. And He took the cup, and said, "This is the blood 

of the new covenant," by which he meant the new agreement that God makes with men by faith, 

and not by works; by believing, and not by performance. That is the New Covenant. Then He 

reminded them that this was the end, that He would never drink of the cup again until He drank it 

new in the fulfillment of the kingdom of God. 

In our preparation for the Easter celebration, let us be reflective of these symbols.  Jesus’ 

sacrifice on the Cross was God’s fullest expression of love for His children.  The new covenant 

was and is the extension of God’s love.  Jesus’ blood was shed to save us.  Let us share in this 

beautiful gift given us through grace.   

The hymn “Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed” is a moving tribute to the grace and love of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   

       Kathy and Connie Cochran 
 

 

 
 

 

https://cms-production-backend.monkcms.com/Clients/player/videoplayer.php?sid=19016&url=https://2c5e803cf22088a445fa-d4f0fcf9c24ed5d3fb7b917b88b70ab7.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/uploaded/a/0e13755444_1644859758_alas-and-did-my-savior-bleed.mp3&mediaBID=9676519&template=https://cms-production-backend.monkcms.com/Clients/player/videoplayer.php&type=sound&CMSCODE=EKK&CMS_LINK=https://cms-production-backend.monkcms.com&width=400&height=300&autostart=true&playlist=false&target=MediaPlayer


 

Click to hear Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 

March 16                     Week 2 of Lent                          Matthew 26:36-41 
 

THE SOURCE OF OUR STRENGTH 

Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here 

while I go over there and pray.” (Matthew 26:36) 

 Jesus was in great anguish over His approaching physical pain, separation from the 

Father, and death for the sins of the world. The divine course was set, but He, in His human 

nature, still struggled. Jesus withdraws with His inner circle, the three disciples closest to Him, 

and takes refuge in a special place called the Garden of Gethsemane. Because of the anguish 

Jesus experienced, He can relate to our suffering. Jesus’ strength to obey came from His 

relationship with God the Father, who is also the source of our strength. 

 This scripture shows that just like us, Jesus was indeed a human and shared fully and 

completely in the human condition. He felt sorrow and great distress over the hardship He would 

need to endure. Like us, He yearned for the companionship of His friends. So, what did Jesus 

do? He went to the source of His strength, God His Father, and asked for His will to be done. 

And then, resolutely, He did what He needed to do to save all humankind. 

 When we face hardships, we can remember the words of the beautiful song, “Leaning On 

the Everlasting Arms.”  

 

What have I to dread, what have I to fear, leaning on the everlasting arms? I have blessed peace 

with my Lord so near, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 

Diane and Tim Hutto 
 

 
 

 

https://cms-production-backend.monkcms.com/Clients/player/videoplayer.php?sid=19016&url=https://2c5e803cf22088a445fa-d4f0fcf9c24ed5d3fb7b917b88b70ab7.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/uploaded/l/0e13755440_1644859753_leaning-on-the-everlasting-arms.mp3&mediaBID=9676515&template=https://cms-production-backend.monkcms.com/Clients/player/videoplayer.php&type=sound&CMSCODE=EKK&CMS_LINK=https://cms-production-backend.monkcms.com&width=400&height=300&autostart=true&playlist=false&target=MediaPlayer


Click to hear In the Garden 

March 23                            Week 3 of Lent                             John 18:1-11 
 

BETRAYAL 

Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his 

disciples.  (John 18:2) 

 

The purpose of Lent is to prepare the believer for Easter through prayer, repentance, and 

contemplation. In Week 3 of Lent, we reflect on the events in Gethsemane.   

In John 1-5, Jesus had entered the garden where the disciples, including Judas often 

prayed.  Judas and a Roman cohort followed Jesus into the garden to confront Him. John does 

not record Judas’s kiss of greeting described in Matthew 26:49, but Judas’s identification of the 

Messiah is the first time he openly betrayed Jesus. 

As Christians, it is extremely painful when our friends and family members betray us, 

especially when we have done nothing to merit such treatment. Our Lord was perfect and yet He 

was betrayed by Judas and despised by the Jewish leadership whose power He threatened. We 

are blessed in that we have the promise in Hebrews 13:5 that Jesus will never leave us or forsake 

us. 

When Jesus asked, “Whom do you seek?” the Romans responded with “Jesus the 

Nazarene.”  Once Jesus had identified Himself, He requested the soldiers to allow the disciples 

to depart. This was to fulfill His promise to His Father that He would not lose any of them. Jesus 

is our shepherd and will never lose any of us. What a blessing is the promise that holds no matter 

how difficult our circumstances! He is always with us. 

Jesus went to the garden in prayer to His heavenly father in His moment of greatest 

distress, and He received from His Father the courage and grace to endure betrayal and suffering 

on the cross. We also can enter our garden, our place of private solitude, to pray to our heavenly 

father.  In our moment of spiritual communion, we find encouragement, hope, forgiveness, and a 

heaven-sent joy “none other has ever known.”  The hymn “In the Garden” describes how 

wonderful such prayer can be. 

Thanks be to our Father in heaven that we can enjoy eternity with our glorious Lord 

because of His sacrifice!        Alison and Don Greene 

 

 

 

https://cms-production-backend.monkcms.com/Clients/player/videoplayer.php?sid=19016&url=https://2c5e803cf22088a445fa-d4f0fcf9c24ed5d3fb7b917b88b70ab7.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/uploaded/i/0e13755449_1644859767_in-the-garden.mp3&mediaBID=9676524&template=https://cms-production-backend.monkcms.com/Clients/player/videoplayer.php&type=sound&CMSCODE=EKK&CMS_LINK=https://cms-production-backend.monkcms.com&width=400&height=300&autostart=true&playlist=false&target=MediaPlayer


Click to hear Jesus Paid It All 

March 30                                 Week 4 of Lent                                Matthew 26:57 

 

SUBMITTING TO GOD’S PROMISES 

Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the teachers of the 

law and the elders had assembled. Matthew 26:57 

 The plan to silence Jesus was underway. He had been arrested and was now being taken 

to Caiaphas the high priest for a trial before the Sanhedrin, the Jewish Supreme Court. Two false 

witnesses were recruited to distort Jesus’ words where He said: “Destroy this temple and I will 

rebuild it in three days” (John 2:19). The conspirators claimed He was referring to the physical 

destruction of the Temple at Jerusalem so they could portray Him as a threat to the Roman 

authorities. But Jesus was referring to His upcoming death on the cross and His resurrection.    

 Amid this false testimony and false accusations, Jesus remained silent (Matthew 26:63).  

He offered neither defense nor rebuttal to the false testimony against Him.  Why would He 

remain silent? Why would He not defend Himself?  Why would He not expose the conspiracy to 

put Him to death? 

 He did so because He was submitting Himself to God’s promises. Jesus’ death and 

resurrection revealed the way God provided to restore His relationship with sinful mankind. 

Jesus offered no defense because He was being obedient to God’s promise to use His death as 

the way to save those who believe in Him (John 14:6). 

As we reflect on Jesus’ silence at the trial, we are inspired to rely upon God and His 

promises rather than trying to work things out on our own.  We are also inspired by the sacrifice 

of Jesus’ life to save us.  As the sacred hymn says, “Jesus paid it all, All to Him I owe; Sin had 

left a crimson stain, He washed it white as snow.” 

Jesus submitted to God’s promises.  His faithfulness and obedience paid the price for our 

sins and gave eternal life to those who believe in Him. Praise God!     

               Randy and Becky Washington  
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Click to hear Amazing Grace 

April 6                                      Week 5 of Lent                               Luke 22:54-62 

                                                                                                                                                           

FORGIVENESS 

 
The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had 

spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.”  (Luke 22:61) 

 

On the day before Jesus was crucified, He told Peter that the disciple would deny Him 

three times before the next morning, a statement that left Peter incredulous. And, of course, 

before the rooster crowed that following morning, Peter had done exactly that.  He had betrayed 

Christ through a lack of faith, as Jesus knew he would.  Nonetheless, Peter went on to achieve 

great things in building the edifice of Christianity, a testimony to faith and to God’s grace and 

forgiveness. 

 Peter’s failure is part of the story of Easter, part of the glory of Christ’s sacrifice that 

removes sin from our shoulders, a feat that would be impossible through our own efforts, 

impossible without the “amazing grace” that God extends. Forgiveness is the essence of the 

Easter message.  Jesus forgave Peter; God will forgive us if we believe. 

 Jesus and the church have taught us the need to forgive others and the power of 

forgiveness.  On more than one occasion, in our own experience, we have needed to exercise 

forgiveness.  In some cases, it took time and many prayers to let go of anger and the thirst for 

retribution, but we can all find help in turning to the wisdom of scripture and the example of 

Jesus making His way steadily across the Holy Land to Calvary, forgiving those who failed Him 

and even those who condemned Him to death. 

 The Easter story provides the perspective that can make it possible for us to forgive.  C.S. 

Lewis declared, “You have never met a mere mortal,” meaning that all people we encounter are 

souls journeying perilously through this world to the next.  Only through unending love, the 

focus of the hymn “Amazing Grace,” will we succeed in that journey.  God forgives.  We should 

also. 

    Karen and Tony Hartle 
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Click to hear Crown Him with Many Crowns 

April 14                 Holy Thursday                  John 18:28-37 

 

CHRIST THE KING 

“You are the king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “you are right in saying I am a king, in 

fact for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone 

on this side of truth listens to me.” (John 18:37) 

  John 18:37 finds Jesus standing before Pilate, the Roman governor, who is concerned that 

Jesus might be a threat to Roman authority. Jesus proclaims His role as king but notes that His 

purpose is not to rule an earthly domain. His kingdom does not come from the authority of this 

world, so He is no threat to Rome. His kingdom is spiritual. 

 The beautiful hymn “Crown Him with Many Crowns” pictures the crowning of Christ in 

heaven following His resurrection and ascension and tells us that He remains our King upon His 

throne today. When we accept Jesus as our Savior, we make Him the King of our lives and yield 

ourselves to Him. Jesus is the King He claimed to be as He stood before Pilate, and we recognize 

Him as such when we make Him the King of our hearts. 

 There seems to have been no question in Pilate’s mind that Jesus not only spoke the truth 

but also was innocent of any crime, but he yielded to the demands of the crowd and the Jewish 

leaders.  Jesus was taken to Golgotha where He died on the cross for each of us. 

 Jesus is the King of Jews, the long-awaited Messiah. The key to living in Jesus’ kingdom 

is not found in trying to rule over others, but in surrendering our hearts to Him and letting Him 

rule us. We must not reject the truth as Pilate did; we must personally accept that Jesus was born 

into this world so that we might enter into His kingdom.                                          

                   Cindy and Barry Tripp 
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Click to hear The Old Rugged Cross 

April 15                         Good Friday                                    John 19:1-19 
 

BEHOLD THE MAN 

 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.  (John 19:1) 

 If we envision a handmade whip with embedded metal and glass shards and a handmade 

crown of thorns meant to penetrate flesh and a purple robe identifying royalty and wealth, our 

minds become illuminated with thoughts of our Lord Jesus Christ and the pain He suffered and 

endured while on the way to the cross.  

 It’s hard to comprehend that the Jews in Jerusalem were the ones who shouted, “Crucify 

Him!” for He was indeed the King of the Jews. Pontius Pilate said, “I find no fault in this man,” 

yet the Jewish leaders again demanded, “Crucify Him, for we have no king but Caesar!”  

 They must have followed Him as He carried the heavy cross to Golgotha. They must 

have watched as they nailed Him to that cross and lifted it high and dropped it deep into the 

ground between the crosses of two thieves that were on each side. They must have heard Him 

say to one thief, “Today you will be with me in Paradise.” They must have heard Him 

say, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” Still they did not believe. 

 Each year as we remember Jesus and the road to the cross, let us also remember WHY. 

His sacrifice was for all of us, for the forgiveness of our sin and the assurance of eternal life and 

salvation through Him and Him alone. It is our gift from God, not in recognition of our works, 

but solely by grace.  

 Throughout the Bible, the edict recurs: “Behold the Man!” From Bethlehem to Nazareth 

to Galilee to Jerusalem, from Gethsemane to the cross on Golgotha, until one day in the eastern 

sky He will return again and redeem those who have believed in Him and Him alone. “Behold 

the Man!” Pilate’s derisive shout is in fact the announcement of glory! 

 The hymn “The Old Rugged Cross” describes the Cross of Christ and what it should 

mean to us as we “Behold the Man.” Without the sacrifice of the spotless Lamb of God on the 

cross, we would have no opportunity to exchange it for a crown.                                                                

           Gary Allen   
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Click to hear When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

April 16                  Easter Vigil                           John 19:30 

 

GOD’S PLAN 

When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and 

gave up his spirit.  (John 19:30) 

 

 Today we see Jesus dying on the cross. The cross is a popular symbol in our culture 

today. Do you wear a cross? For fashion or for faith? Do you really understand the cross as an 

instrument of death? If we truly understand the cross, we would respond as the hymn writer who 

counted personal gain as a loss, and poured contempt on personal pride: 

  When I survey the wondrous cross.  On which the Prince of Glory died, 

  My richest gain I count but loss. And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 On the cross, Jesus said, “I thirst.” He tasted the vinegar on his lips and stated, “It is 

finished.” He bowed His head and gave up His spirit. Jesus died. As the Apostles Creed states: 

“He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.” The Son of God died. His 

body was broken; His blood was poured out – the fulfillment of God’s plan to reveal the 

sacrificial and redemptive nature of love. 

  See from His head, His hands, His feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

  Did e’er such love and sorrow meet. Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

When we see Jesus dying on the cross, our selfish desires and pursuits fade into irrelevance.  

  Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast. Save in the death of Christ my God! 

  All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to His blood. 

When we understand that Jesus took our place on the cross to pay for our sins, we cannot repay 

the Lord. We can only offer ourselves to God: 

  Were the whole realm of nature mine. That were a present far too small; 

  Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

So yes, wear your cross. And be mindful of its meaning: Jesus died on the cross to save us from 

death and give us eternal life.      Maury and Linda Millican  
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Click to hear Hallelujah Chorus 

April 17                    Easter Sunday                                  John 3:16 

THE RESURRECTION 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in him shall 

not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

 

 For me, Handel’s “Messiah” is the greatest collection of music in human history. The 

oratorio moves from the Old Testament to Christ’s glorification, tracing God’s work for us in 

salvation. It includes the rollercoaster of emotions of Holy Week. The utter horror of the 

crucifixion gives way to the glorious joy of the resurrection.  

 John 3:16 tells us that love was the motive for it all. God’s love for a broken world was 

the reason for the gift of His Son. The eternal Son willingly obeyed the Father, even to the point 

of gruesome execution and agonizing separation. The resurrection confirmed Jesus’ identity as 

God the Son, and the events of Easter Sunday are the guarantee of every promise made by the 

Lord. Christ’s victory over the grave defeated the power of sin and death and hell for all who 

trust in Him. This is the basis for incredible joy and undeniable hope.  

 As a pastor, Christmas Eve can be as exhausting as it is exhilarating. One mega church I 

pastored had four Christmas Eve services, beginning at 3 pm and ending at 11 pm. The final 

service traditionally closed with a resounding climax in the singing of the “The Hallelujah 

Chorus.” It was always thrilling to hear, however long the afternoon and evening. While this 

song from Handel’s Messiah is often heard at Christmas, the reality of the joy is based firmly in 

the resurrection.  

 Is that joy present in your life on this resurrection day? If you are in Christ, it surely can 

be, regardless of whatever circumstance or struggle you face. Let it fill and overflow in you this 

very moment. God’s love is ever present, unquenchable, eternal, and built on the solid rock of 

the Living Savior!      TWP Senior Pastor, John Beukema 
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